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Week 1, Day 4 – What the Bible Says Government Should Do • Two Purposes/Crimes 
vs. Sins • Crossword Puzzle 1 

Review (10–15 minutes):  First in pairs or small groups, then as a class: Review Q4R from “What the 

Bible Says Government Should Do”: 

1. The Bible teaches that the proper, legitimate duties of government are to “remove ___ and ___,” to be 

a “terror” to “___,” and to “execute ___ and ___.” 

Violence, spoil; evil; judgment, justice. 

2. Tell whether the following acts are matters that a government should punish: (a) breaking someone’s 

arm in anger; (b) calling someone insulting names; (c) getting drunk; (d) crashing into a car while driv-

ing drunk; (e) failing to finish a job after being paid to do it; (f) lying on a job application. 

(a) Yes—that’s an example of someone committing violence against someone else; (b) no—it’s 

rude and sinful, but not physically harmful to that person; (c) no—it’s sinful, but harms no 

one; (d) yes—it’s an example of “violence” (damage) against someone’s property; (e) yes—it’s 

an example of “spoil” (robbery) against someone else; (f) that depends upon if anyone is de-

frauded (robbed) because of it. 

 

Handout – Two Purposes/Crime vs. Sin (15–20 minutes):  Students internalize that government has 

only two basic, Biblical purposes:  (1) to punish or threaten evil (harm) and (2) provide justice.  Stu-

dents also distinguish between crimes that should involve the law, and sins that, while wrong, are not 

matters for the law. 

 

Handout – Crossword Puzzle 1 (20–25 minutes):  This puzzle reviews the first two book sections.  

Instructions for this and all other crossword puzzles: 

1. Print a copy of this page and the Answer Key (Page 1) for yourself. 

2. Print a copy of Page 2 (the blank puzzle) for each student. 

3. Hand out to students. 

4. Suggestion 1: Tell students to try to get all the answers before using their notes, but that they may 

use their notes if they’d like—and their Bibles, since some of the clues refer to Scripture passages. 

5. Suggestion 2: Students may help each other out by giving hints to each other once they’ve gone 

through the puzzle a few times, and if they can’t solve certain clues. 

6. Go over the answers when a reasonable time has passed (approximately 15–20 minutes)! 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 2, Day 4 – Quiz 1  

Quiz 1 – Instructions (these are the same for all quizzes; of course, you may modify these in-

structions as you see fit): 

1. Decide whether to use the PDF version or to create your own using the template. 

2. Print copies for each student and a key for yourself. 

In class: 

1. Allow students to review for the quiz for 5–7 minutes, ideally in pairs/groups/tables.  (If you want 

students to be able to use their notes for a few minutes, tell them to get their notes in order.) 

2. Hand out a quiz to each student. 

3. Tell students: “You will have ___ minutes to complete this quiz.” 

4. Suggestion: After a certain amount of time has gone by, allow students to use their notes for three 

minutes, to reward diligent note taking.  (You might announce this to the students before the quiz 

begins.) 

5. Collect and grade quizzes. 

Handout – Quiz 1 (15–20 minutes):  This is the first of 20 quizzes.  Instructions, Quiz 1, and a blank 

template to create your own Quiz 1 are online. 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read the section “Two Key Defenses of Religious Liberty” 

and complete the Q4R in writing.  Remind students to bring these to class! (There is no homework ex-

cept for this.) 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 4, Day 2 – How Ancient Greece Shaped America • Article on Democracy • The 
Bible and the Rule of Law (Ancient Greece) 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  In pairs/small groups (if time), then as a class, discuss the Q4R from 

“How Ancient Greece Shaped America”: 

1. How did the ancient Greeks’ idea that law should also apply to rulers, not just citizens, influence 

American political thinkers? 

We don’t have a king with unlimited powers, or a legislature that is supposed to be allowed to 

make any kind of law it wants. 

2. Explain briefly how each one of the “three government types” has the potential to be (a) beneficial, and 

(b) harmful. 

A monarchy can benefit a nation if the king is wise and just, but can tyrannize a nation if he’s 

unjust or wicked. An aristocracy can represent a nation well, and be more sensible than the av-

erage person about how to rule, but it can also be a small group of power-hungry tyrants. A de-

mocracy can result in a vote on behalf of what’s best for society, but can also oppress the minor-

ity just because a majority votes to steal from them or take away their liberty. 

3. Define rationalism, and explain how Christians should view it. 

The belief that using reason is more important than anything else. There’s nothing wrong at all 

with using reason, but it doesn’t supersede God’s Word. 

 

Handout – Article: “Democracy Is Not the Same Thing as Freedom” (12–15 minutes):  Students 

see that a democracy per se doesn’t necessarily protect individual rights and property, because it is 

susceptible to the whims and desires of unreliable majorities. 

 

Handout – The Bible and the Rule of Law/Ancient Greece (12–15 minutes):  Students see that the 

ideas about equality before the law often credited to the ancient Greeks actually originated much earli-

er with God’s transmissions of the law to the ancient Hebrews. 

 

Homework:  None. 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 6, Day 1 – Government-tionary 1 

Government-tionary 1 (35–45 minutes):  In this Pictionary-like game, students give clues for per-

sons, terms/objects, and actions that have appeared in the book or activities. 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read the section “A Family Resemblance: England and 

America” and answer Q4R.  (No homework except for this.) 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 6, Day 3 – Quiz 4 • Short Film on the British House of Commons 

Quiz 4 Review (5–7 minutes):  Get students together in pairs/groups one last time to review. 

 

Handout – Quiz 4 (15–20 minutes):  Instructions, Quiz 4, and a blank template to create your own 

Quiz 4 are online. 

 

Short Film – “The British House of Commons” (8–10 minutes):  In this short film 

(4: 53) students see a lively (even funny) example of the British House of Commons 

at work, with some members sparring with then-Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher—

who was relatively more in favor of limited government.  This exchange occurred on 

November 22, 1990, Thatcher’s final address to the House of Commons.  (The QR 

Code is to the right; the discussion guide is online.) 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read “The Virginia Charter: Setting Up Rules and Rights” 

and answer Q4R. 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 7, Day 2 – Government Types: Pros and Cons • Short Film on Why the Founders 
Did Not Want a Democracy • Save the Nation! (Government Mix-up Game) 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  At tables first, then as a class, discuss the Q4R from “Government 

Types: Pros and Cons”: 

1. Give brief “pros and cons” of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy. Explain Jefferson, Madison, and 

Calhoun’s views of democracy. 

MONARCHY PROS: speed at getting things done, keeping plans secret, keeping out silly opin-

ions of the people, and keeping others from fighting for the position (since monarchies typically 

continue through a line of descendants). 

MONARCHY CONS: the tendency of monarchs to be tyrants, tax unfairly, go to war more often 

and unnecessarily, and have outside opinions telling them what the people want and need. 

ARISTOCRACY PROS: wisdom of aristocrats they gain from their education and experience. 

ARISTOCRACY CONS: disagreements among members, the tendency of aristocrats to oppress 

the common people and make laws that benefit themselves at the expense of others. 

REPUBLIC PROS: equality, participation by many, a lack of desire to go to war or spend too 

much government money, giving more people a chance to assist in governing (even though 

they’re not born into aristocracy), and making laws in public more than in secret. 

REPUBLIC CONS: disagreements, attracting power-seekers to wield power over others, too 

many people weighing in with their opinions, and stupid laws. 

2. How does the U.S. government combine the three basic government types? 

The President compares to a monarch (but with fewer powers and without a lifetime appoint-

ment), the Senate compares to an aristocracy (but is appointed for only six-year terms), and the 

House of Representatives compares to a democracy (elected by the people, but only to two-year 

terms, and with the “power of the purse” so the other branches can’t wield unlimited power to 

spend and go to war). 

 

Short Film – “Walter Williams – Why the Founders Did Not Want a Democra-

cy” (12–15 minutes):  This short film (7:34) explains the dangers of democracy as a 

form of government.  (The QR Code is to the right; the discussion guide is online.).

 

Handout – Save the Nation! Government Mix-Up Game (15–20 minutes):  Stu-

dents discover the strengths and weaknesses of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy/republic gov-

ernmental systems. 

 

Homework:  None 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 8, Day 4 – Founding a Free State, Part 1 (Religious Liberty) • Word Search 2 

Handout – Founding a Free State, Part 1 (15–20 minutes):  Students apply Jefferson’s ideas about 

religious liberty to realistic government situations while comparing those ideas to biblical principles 

about faith, coercion, and government power. 

 

Word Search 2 (12–15 minutes):  This puzzle asks students to define terms, then to find those in a 

word search puzzle. 

 

Student Pairs/Groups – Quiz 5 Review (8–10 minutes):  Put students into pairs or groups, and have 

them quiz each other and/or try to predict what questions will be on Quiz 5. 

 

Homework:  None 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 11, Day 2 – The Problem with “Interpreting the Constitution” • Interpretation 
Showdown, Part 1 • BREAKING NEWS! 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  As a class, discuss the Q4R from “The Problem with ‘Interpreting the 

Constitution’”: 

1. In short, what is the problem with “interpreting the Constitution”? 

There shouldn’t be any problem, but there is, because people “interpret” the Constitution ac-

cording to their biases of what is better—limited government with few powers, or powerful gov-

ernment with many powers. The problem with big-government officials “interpreting” the Con-

stitution is that they interpret it to empower themselves. 

2. If government officials followed the Bible’s guidelines on the proper purpose of government, why 

would it matter much less about who won elections? 

Because they’d all be bound to follow a government that was strictly limited to removing vio-

lence and theft, executing judgment and justice, terrorizing and punishing evildoers, and that’s 

about it. Their actions shouldn’t differ much at all. 

3. Take a few minutes to pray for a local representative, mayor, and sheriff. These officials might be fac-

ing pressure from someone else to make decisions as government officials that violates their con-

science and their belief on what a good government should do. 

 

Handout – Interpretation Showdown, Part 1(15–20 minutes):  Students see how Nationalists could 

interpret actual constitutional wording broadly—and why (the real) Federalists were concerned. 

 

Handout – BREAKING NEWS! Governor Closes State (12–15 minutes):  Students read a news 

article on a state governor’s reaction to a health scare and determine if that governor’s actions are ap-

propriate or not. 

 

Homework:  None 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 14, Day 4 – Amendment 1: Worshiping God, Speaking Freely • First Amendment 
Freedom Filter 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  As a class (if you have more time, you can have students discuss in 

pairs/groups first), discuss the Q4R from “Amendment 1: Worshiping God, Speaking Freely”: 

1. What proof is there that the First Amendment does not apply to the states? 

The BOR doesn’t apply to states (see Section 11.1), and the first phrase of the First Amendment 

says, “CONGRESS shall make no law....” 

2. Sum up Benjamin Franklin’s points about the printing of lies/“lies.” 

First, if it’s made public, its weakness is exposed, since readers can compare it to the truth. Se-

cond, it keeps the writer/ speaker from saying, “The only reason people didn’t to agree with my 

view is because the newspapers kept my view from being published!” 

3. If a government were given the power to stop individuals from speaking or printing “lies,” how could 

the government use this to its own advantage? 

It could stop someone from printing or speaking against the government, then claim, “We had 

to stop him, because he was lying,” even though he wasn’t necessarily lying. Probably the last 

institution on earth we want to be judging what’s true and untrue is the government! 

4. In a state case, a man sues his employer, who requires all employees to work one Sunday a month. 

(The man says this violates the First Amendment.) Give two reasons why a jury should decide in favor 

of the employer. 

First, the company is not the U. S. government, so the First Amendment doesn’t apply to it! Se-

cond, even if the First Amendment did apply to the company, it has the right to ask employees to 

work when it needs them to. The man is not being forced to stop worshiping God; he can still 

worship God freely. If he thinks he has to be at a certain place every Sunday, then he can find 

another job! The company has every right to freely hire and fire whom they choose, and to 

make requests of all their employees. 

5. In a state case, a woman sues an Internet blogger who wrote several outrageously false things about 

her. The victim lost her job as a result, and no one will hire her now. How should a jury decide? 

AWV, but it seems just that the Internet blogger should be held somewhat liable for his words. 

The woman lost her job and money due to lies told by the blogger, and her reputation was dam-

aged. When the Bible says rulers are to “remove VIOLENCE and spoil” (Ezekiel 45:9), the 

word violence can mean “falsehood,” like a witness lying in court. 

 

Handout – First Amendment Freedom Filter (15–20 minutes):  Students review examples showing 

that the First Amendment protects speech and expression, but does not protect acts that physically 

harm people, steal from them, damage their property, or violate their rights. 

 

Student Pairs/Groups Quiz 8 Review (8–10 minutes):  Put students into pairs or groups, and have 

them quiz each other and/or try to predict what questions will be on Quiz 8. 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 15, Day 4 – Amendment 2: Guns, Militias, Standing Armies • Second Amend-
ment Podcast, Short Film 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  Pairs/Groups → Whole Class, discuss the Q4R from “Amendment 2: 

Guns, Militias, Standing Armies”: 

1. Sum up the “Two Key Facts” at this section’s opening. 

The Second Amendment doesn’t grant the people the right to bear arms; it restricts the U. S. 

government from infringing upon that right. Even without a Second Amendment, the U. S. gov-

ernment has no right to infringe upon the right to bear arms, because that’s not a power grant-

ed to them in Article I, Section 8. 

2. What did many early Americans believe about standing armies? 

They mistrusted and loathed them, because they considered them dangerous to the liberties of 

the people, while pretending to be defending them, and tools of tyrants. 

3. Prove that the term “militia” in the Second Amendment refers to the people. What was the purpose of 

the militia? 

The Second Amendment refers to the identity of the militia by saying, “the right of the PEOPLE 

to keep and bear arms.” Numerous “founding fathers” referred to militias as simply being the 

people, armed. It’s ridiculous to claim the militia is a state national guard or something, be-

cause the reason for the BOR is to protect the rights of the people, not a government force! 

Their purpose was to be able to fight back against tyranny—as Jefferson said, “to dispense with 

a standing army.” 

4. How many gun laws is Congress legally allowed to pass? What about state gun laws? Are these gun 

regulations good ideas? Why or why not? 

Zero. States are allowed to pass them, although they don’t work, because criminals, by defini-

tion, do not obey laws! 

 

Second Amendment Audio-Visuals:  

Podcast – The Right to Own a Gun Isn’t Just for Americans (12–15 minutes):  In 

this short (10:02) podcast, José Niño details how nations in Europe and South Ameri-

ca are turning to increasing gun rights to combat potential oppression and violence. 

Short Film Compilation – Politicians Discuss Violating the Second Amendment, 

Part 1 (10–12 minutes):  In this short (5:31) film compilation, politicians discuss the 

passing of various gun control laws, all of which violate the Second Amendment. 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read “Amendment 3: Quartering Soldiers” 

and answer Q4R.  (No homework except for this.) 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 17, Day 3 – Jury Duty (First Amendment Cases) • Snappy Answers 6 

Handout – Jury Duty (12–15 minutes):  Students, as members of a jury, apply what they know 

about the First Amendment to two First Amendment court cases. 

 

Handout – Snappy Answers to Government Questions 6 (20–25 minutes):  Students come up with 

Biblical, informative answers to government questions asked by a friend. 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read “Amendments 7 & 8: Cruel and Unusual” and answer 

Q4R.  (No homework except for this.) 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 20, Day 2 – Hangman 4 

Hangman 4 (30–35 minutes):  This game reviews many American government concepts in book sec-

tions “Amendment 2: Guns, Militias, and Standing Armies” through “Amendment 5: Stealing and 

Remaining Silent.” 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read the section “The Sedition Act: Killing Free Speech 

Already?” and complete the Q4R in writing.  (There is no homework except for this.) 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 23, Day 2 – You’re the Judge, Part 3 • Test 6 Review 

Written and Callout Answers (5–7 minutes):  This is a repeat of the last version of this exercise!  

Ask students to take out a piece of paper and write as much as they can remember of the main Bible 

verses we’ve reviewed that spell out the proper purposes of government.  Here they are: 

 “Execute ___ and ___,” judgment, justice, “Remove ___ and ___” (Ezekiel 45:9) – violence, spoil  

 “Deliver the ___ out of the hand of the ___” (Jeremiah 22:3) – spoiled, oppressor 

 “...rulers are not a ___ to good works, but to the ___” (Romans 13:3) – terror, evil 

 Rulers are “sent by Him [God] for the punishment of ___” (1 Peter 2:14) – evildoers 

 What does Jefferson say about nullification and rulers in his “Kentucky Resolutions”? 

Nullification is the “rightful remedy”—the exact thing needed to stand against unconstitutional 

laws like the Alien and Sedition Acts, and that all states have the “natural right” to nullify un-

constitutional laws passed by the U. S. government. Jefferson says that rulers should not be 

trusted, but watched carefully, to catch them trying to break laws and to give themselves more 

powers over the people: to “bind [them] down from mischief by the chains of the Constitution.” 

 

Handout – You’re the Judge, Part 3 (20–25 minutes):  Students apply the Biblical teaching that a 

ruler’s role is to execute judgment and justice by deciding appropriate punishment or restitution in 

several real-world scenarios. 

 

Announce: 

 Test 6 is in class tomorrow! 

 The test covers mostly material from the last several sections SINCE Test 5, although it will include 

questions about key concepts. 

 It has 20 questions instead of 10 (unlike quizzes), and it is also multiple choice, A–D. 

 There is no homework except to study for the test! 

 Students at tables/groups or in pairs try to predict what big-idea questions will be on the test. 

 

Instructor Notes: 

  



���������	
	���
�	�����	�������	������������������������	����� !"#$%&��"��"'#(#)%*�'� +,#�#-.��+'�!"#/%�*0&��1,##2%34��#'.�#5306�7#)!�'#8#9:;<:=#��"3'�+>#?@�-A@B#CDE?BF-?CGDEHI@2	$%!*	��JK����	�����	���	L�M�����	��������	����	�	�J���N�	����	��	��	�O��J��	PJK�����	��K	PJ�����	M�	K���K���	�����������	�J��������	��	������J����	��	����QR���K	����������	C"+'�3 '�%"+	STU���	����V���	���	M�	K���	��K�V�KJ�����	��	��	�����W�����	���J���	ST��JK����	��������	���	XJ�������	���V�	����	YZ[�	���J����\	K���J��	��	�	������	E366�+'�0#�"+1��#I�]	[�T��JK����	���J�K	K������J���	M��R���	��������K	�������	��K	̂��R�����	�����	����J��	���J��������		_�	���	����	̂��R�����	���K	��	����K	R���	���̂����	K�������K	���	���	��J���	������J����	���	M�	������������		_�	��	��������	�������K	R���	��	�������M��	M����V�K�	�J��������	���	M�	�������������	K������	���	�����	�����J��	��	�����	�����	M�̀	��Ta���	�������	���J���K�	MJ�	K����������	����	�����N�	��������M�����	��	������������		��JK����	���J�K	K���J��	R������	�������	������J����	��	�����������	��K	��R	��J��	���J�K	M�	����������K�	b�T_�	���	�R���	����K	��������	��K	�������M���	��	���	���	K����V�	�J���������		_�	��	̂��R�����	���K	��	���̂������	������K	�V�K�����	������J����	���	M�	������������	c�T��JK����	���J�K	�O�����	R������	���	�������	�K�XJ�����	K�������K	���	���̂��		����������	̂��R�	K������	���	��XJ���	������J����\	������	K�������K	���̂�	���	������	���	���������	d�TU���	��	�	M�����	��	����������		��JK����	���J�K	K���J��	R������	������J����	���J�K	��V��	����	���	��������	�����	��	����	���	�R���N�	����	MJ������	�������	/�!efFeHg�"!*#h��� '�%"#i�̂	��JK����	���	��	�����	XJ�������	��J	����̂	���	�����������j	STk����	�����	R���	���K���	��	PJK��l	STa�R	���	��J	J��	L�M�����	�J�K������	��	PJK��	�����	PJ����l	 	



���������	
	���
�	�����	�������	������������������������	����� !"#$%&��"��"'#(#)%*�'� +,#�#-.��+'�!"#/%�*0&��1,##2%34��#'.�#5306�7#)!�'#8#9:;<=>?<@A?<B;CD?EF<<G:><?=HA<H=I?J<C?HKC?<LA=@<A=MM?N?C<O@A?<H>KP?QM:IIKRS?<H>KP?TU<C?HKC?<LA=@<B;I@KH?<>?V;K>?I<O@A?<M;NKIAP?N@<=NCQ:><M?N=S@W<X:><L>:NDC:KNDTU<=NC<C?HKC?<:N<M:IIKRS?<>?I@K@;@K:N<O>?M=WKND<:><>?I@:>KND<LA=@<L=I<@=Y?NQC=P=D?CTE<<Z?<>?=CW<@:<?[MS=KN<W:;><>?=I:NKND\<]=I?<̂F<_<̀A?<a=CK:<b:I@cI<dHH;I=@K:N<e	���f���	��g��	����	�������g��	������	����	�	�����	hf���������	��	��������	��i��i�g	��	������j�g	������		k��	���f�������	�������	����	����������	��g	���	hf���������	�����	�f��������		l�����	��i����������	���g	��	�i�g����	�f��������	���	�������		k��	��g��	����	�������	��	m��	������	�n��������	����	������	��g	g���f�����	�������	��	�fh���	��������	9:;><o;CDP?N@J<]=I?<̂p<_<̀A?<q:SS;@?C<r=Y?<e	���f����f����	�������	��g	��i����	�����	�������	����	�	��s��		ti��	����	������	����f����	����	�f������	��f����	������	���	m�����		u�������	i��f��	�����	����	g���	��g	��f����	g��������		v���g����	�f�	���	��������	hf�	�n�����	g�������	�h�f�	��m	�f��	��	���	g�����	����	������f���	�������	��f��g�	9:;><o;CDP?N@J<]=I?<̂w<_<̀A?<xKI@=Y?N<d>>?I@<e	�����	�m���	�g��������	�	���	��	���	������	m��	��hh�g	���	hf�������		y���g	�������	��	���	�m���z�	����������	���	���	��	�������g	��g	����g�	��i����	������	��	{���	h�����	�i�g����	���i��	��	m��	���������	9:;><o;CDP?N@J<<]=I?<̂|<_<̀A?<}NB;>K:;I<}NB?H@K:N<e	��������f�����	�������	�����	�	i������	�i��	�����	��������	����	�	����������	��	f����	�n��������	�����f�	��g�	�������	��g	�i��	g�����		k��	�������	���f��	����	���	g�f�	����	���i�g��	��{��	h�������	��	����	��������	��g	����	���	���gf���	��i��i�	����	���s�	9:;><o;CDP?N@J<]=I?<̂~<_<̀A?<]:N@>=H@:>cI<�?S=W<e	����������	������	��	��������	�	����������	hf��g���	h�	�f��	��		��	�����	������	h����g	����gf��	gf�	��	����	���������		k��	hf��g���	�m���	�����	��i����	�������h��	hf������	������f������	��	�	���f���	9:;><o;CDP?N@J<																																																						�	��f	���	����	���	��n�g�������	hf�	����	���	�������	��	g�	m���	����	����i����	



American Government & Politics: A Christian Worldview 

160 

Week 29, Day 1 – The Department of Sunshine and Rainbows • The Bureau of Things 
That Don’t Need a Bureau 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  First in pairs/groups, then as a class, discuss the Q4R from “The De-

partment of Sunshine and Rainbows”: 

1. Briefly give a response to someone who says, “You’re against the Environmental Protection Agency? I 

can’t believe that there are people who want to live in a world with polluted air and streams filled with 

toxic chemicals!” 

AWV, but you might say, “Of course I don’t! But the EPA isn’t constitutional. Just because I 

oppose the government’s doing something doesn’t mean I oppose doing it at all.” 

2. Practice using the above conversation model with somebody who says, “We have to have a Depart-

ment of Agriculture. Like the saying goes: ‘No Farms, No Food!’ Anybody who doesn’t think agricul-

ture is important is crazy.” 

AWV. 

 

Handout – The Bureau of Things That Don’t Need a Bureau (20–25 minutes):  Students work in 

groups to create and defend a ridiculously unnecessary federal agency, so they (a) recognize how real 

government bureaucracy often expands beyond constitutional limits and (b) learn to question whether 

any federal agency truly serves a legitimate purpose. 

 

Student Pairs/Groups Quiz 16 Review (Remainder of Class):  Put students into pairs or groups, 

and have them quiz each other and/or try to predict what questions will be on Quiz 16. 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 30, Day 3 – Quiz 17 • Amendment Fairy Tale Parody, Part 1 

Handout – Quiz 17 (10–12 minutes):  Instructions, Quiz 17, and a blank template to create your own 

Quiz 17 are online. 

 

Handout – Amendment Fairy Tale Parody (30–45 minutes):  Students create parody versions of 

popular fairy tales to explain the meaning of one of the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read “Supreme Court Case #7: Schechter Poultry v. U.S.” 

and answer Q4R.  (No homework except for this!) 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 30, Day 4 – Supreme Court Case #7: Schechter Poultry v. U.S. • Amendment 
Fairy Tale Parody, Part 2 

Discussion (15–20 minutes):  Pairs/Groups → Whole Class:  Discuss the Q4R from “Supreme Court 

Case #7: Schechter Poultry v. U.S.”: 

1. What is dangerous about a President’s having the power to write laws? 

It’s too much power for one person; it would result in a dictatorship. 

2. Give a brief assessment of the NRA rules for chicken companies—the ones that limited how much 

employees were allowed to work, ordered how much they had to be paid, and prevented customers 

from picking out what chicken they wanted to buy from among the ones for sale. 

AWV, but they’re completely insane. As if government agencies have any idea about the varying 

needs and desires that thousands of chicken companies all over the nation have. And by the 

way, where in the Constitution is that power granted? The founders would turn over in their 

graves if they knew it was happening. 

3. When a government official introduces a phony scheme like FDR’s “court packing” scam—even 

though it’s completely obvious to everyone what he’s really trying to do—what does it say about that 

official’s view of the public? 

It shows that he thinks the public is made up of a bunch of idiots who are too stupid to know 

what he’s doing, like telling a toddler whose cat got run over that “He took a great big fun trip 

to Cat Fun World for forever.” It’s insulting for an adult to be treated that way by a politician. 

 

Amendment Fairy Tale Parody (20–25 minutes):  This is the chance for the teams to present their 

amendment fairy tale parodies from the previous class.  Suggestions: 

 Get students back into their teams for 10–12 minutes to do any fine-tuning necessary.  (Of course, 

you may let them have longer if you have more class time; there is no homework/reading for the 

next class.) 

 Allow students to present their parodies. 

 When students finish presenting allow students to vote for these category winners: 

Clearest Explanation of Amendment 

Most Creative 

Funniest 

 

Homework:  None. 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 33, Day 2 – How Presidents Can Execute Justice, Part 1: The Veto • Presidential 
Veto Challenge 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  Pairs/Groups → Whole Class, discuss the Q4R from “How Presidents 

Can Execute Justice, Part 1: The Veto”: 

1. Why do many politicians and news media members applaud a “powerful President,” but berate a Pres-

ident who vetoes a bill? 

Because they like giant, centralized, powerful government. A President who is “powerful” is one 

who ignores the law; a President who vetoes contributes toward decreasing the size of the U. S. 

government. 

2. Explain in one sentence the overall point that James Buchanan makes in the second paragraph of his 

veto message excerpt. 

Congress shouldn’t spend money on pet projects to benefit certain areas or industries. If they 

do, it opens up a whole can of worms of Congressmen trying to grab U. S. tax money for their 

own districts—necessarily stealing it, via the law, from other districts around the nation. 

 

Handout – Presidential Veto Challenge (20–25 minutes):  This activity shows students several fa-

mous presidential vetoes in history (not the same ones in the book) and puts them into the role of a 

U.S. President who must veto three unconstitutional bills presented by Congress, explaining why in 

brief veto messages. 

 

Reading (Remainder of Class):  Students read “How Presidents Can Execute Justice, Part 2: The 

Pardon” and answer Q4R.  (No homework except for this.) 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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���������	
	���
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