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Week 1, Day 3 – The Truth About “Separation of Church and State” • Two Defenses of 
Religious Liberty 

The Truth About “Separation of Church and State” 

1. Sum up the origin of the phrase “separation between church and state.” 

Jefferson wrote a letter to the Danbury Baptists sympathizing with their persecution, and saying 

that he believed there should be “a wall of separation between church and state.” By that he 

meant that the government should stay out of matters of religion. 

2. How are the functions of the Christian church and the state different? 

The church’s is to judge Christians, and to forgive outsiders; the state’s is to judge and punish 

“evildoer”—those who harm and/or steal from others. 

3. Give an example in which someone wrongs another in the same church, and the dispute falls under the 

domain of the church, not the state. 

AWV. 

Two Key Defenses of Religious Liberty 

1. What does Roger Williams say are a magistrate’s duties toward (a) what he believes are true religious 

beliefs, and (b) what he sees as false ones? 

(a) To have an “honorable testimony” and a “tender respect of truth,” to submit to Jesus Christ, 

and to protect Christians from violence, and (b) to allow non-Christians the right not to worship 

God, and the same thing offered to Christians—to also protect them from violence. 

2. How does allowing “freedom of conscience,” as William Penn allowed in Pennsylvania, improve the 

overall environment of a colony or nation? 

Its residents aren’t constantly worried that they’ll be persecuted for their religious beliefs, and 

therefore are more likely to live in peace with others. Also, it reduces the likelihood that non-

Christians will be angry with Christians, whom they might see as oppressors, forcing their be-

liefs on others via the force of government. This would increase the likelihood of converting 

non-Christians as well! 

 

Game/Activity Options (choose 1–2 of the following activities based on 

available time; print any needed instructions and student handouts in advance): 

 “Do They Agree?” Quick Match Challenge (10–15 minutes):  Students compare the ideas of 

Locke, Bastiat, and Mill to what the Bible says are the legitimate functions of government. 

 Short Film – Supreme Court Breaches Separation Between Church and State 

in New Ruling (8–10 minutes):  This short film (1:25) discusses a then-recent 

Supreme Court ruling that if states offer taxpayer money to families to pay for 

schools, they must offer to pay for religious schools as well.  (The QR Code is to 

the right; the discussion guide is online.) 

 Whose Job Is It? (20–25 minutes):  Using nine scenarios, students distinguish between the prop-

er roles of government, the church, and personal responsibility based on the last book section. 
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 Build a Free Society (10–15 minutes):  Students apply Penn’s “Charter of Privileges” ideas about 

liberty of conscience (religious freedom) and civil peace. 

 

Homework:  Read and complete Q4R for “What a Christian Owes the Government.” 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 2, Day 3 – The Renaissance and the Reformation • The Enlightenment 

The Renaissance, the Reformation, and America 

1. How can “individualism” both benefit and harm a nation? 

It can benefit a nation by emphasizing personal responsibility and respect for the rights of eve-

ryone, but it can harm a nation by elevating the individual’s wants above the commands of God. 

2. How do those who favor a state religion miss the whole point of what the Bible says about the purpose 

of government? (See Jeremiah 22:3, Ezekiel 45:9, Romans 13:3–4, and 1 Peter 2:13–14.) 

Those who favor a state religion ignore (or are unaware of) the Bible’s standards for good gov-

ernment—that it should simply punish violent evildoers and provide justice. There’s nothing 

whatsoever in the New Testament that endorses a “Christian government,” or a government 

that forces individuals to follow practices of the Christian faith. 

The Enlightenment and America’s Government 

1. How do Christians often see scientific discoveries differently than others? 

They see them as confirmations of the order in God’s glorious creation, rather than others who 

see them as proof of the greatness of mankind and his independence from needing God. 

2. Explain how a government’s trying to “run an economy” violates the Biblical teaching of the purpose 

of government. 

The government has no moral business inserting itself in how free persons buy and sell with 

each other. The government’s purpose is to punish violence and spoil (theft), and when volun-

tary trade occurs, what’s the problem? There’s no need for government to get involved at all. 

3. Give an example of how granting one branch of government the power to write, enforce, and judge 

laws would lead to tyranny. 

It would lead that branch to act in a way in which there were no limits on it at all, and to do 

whatever it felt like doing, lawful or not, moral and just or not. It would also attract the wrong 

kind of person(s) to wanting that job, since only morally weak or wicked persons would be at-

tracted to a “job” in which nobody restrains them, and they wield absolute power. 

 

Game/Activity Options: 

 Snappy Answers to Government Questions 2 (20–25 minutes):  Students come up with Bibli-

cal, informative answers to government questions asked by a friend. 

 Angel or Sinner? (Too-Big or Too-Little Government?) 2 (15–20 minutes).  Students again 

apply the idea that government is both (a) necessary because humans are sinful, and (b) dangerous 

because rulers themselves are sinful too.  Students must think critically about when society needs 

stronger enforcement against wrongdoing and when government power itself becomes the threat. 

 Renaissance Men (15–20 minutes):  This activity gives students a chance to discuss their talents 

and interests and how they can be used to serve God and mankind. 

 Crossword Puzzle 3 (15–20 minutes):  This crossword has review questions from the section 

“What a Christian Owes the Government” through “Ancient Rome: Examples and Warnings,” as 

well as some classroom activities. 
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 Enlightenment Survivor (10–15 minutes).  Students distinguish between ideas in the Enlighten-

ment that Christians could reasonably support and ideas that conflict with Christianity. 

 

Homework:  Read and complete Q4R for “A Family Resemblance: England and America.” 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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Week 5, Day 1 – Article I: Congress • Three Controversial Clauses 

Discussion (8–10 minutes):  As a class, discuss the Q4R from “Congress and Three Controversial 

Clauses”: 

1. As noted, the U.S. Constitution originally provided for one representative for every 30,000 residents. 

Now some simple division. The U.S. has about 330 million residents, so how many representatives 

would the U.S. need to match that initial ratio of 30,000 residents for every representative? (Compare 

that number to how many representatives the U.S. Congress has today.) 

330,000,000 divided by 30,000 = 11,000 representatives, instead of the 435 we have now! That’s 

more than 25 times the current number. 

2. What is strange about the Constitution’s listing the only powers of Congress in Section 8, then listing 

powers Congress does not have in Section 9? 

If Congress only has the powers listed in Section 8, what’s the point of saying in Section 9, 

“They’re not allowed to do this and that”? Doesn’t listing specific powers in Section 8 automat-

ically mean that’s it? 

3. Answer these claims about the Constitution you hear somebody make: (a) “The ‘general welfare 

clause’ means Congress may provide for schools, since they benefit everybody”; (b) “Congress should 

make more laws dealing with trade among the states—the ‘commerce clause’ gives them the power to 

do it”; (c) “Congress needs to make a law forcing everyone to be vaccinated against the bolonavirus—

it’s ‘necessary and proper’ for the nation’s health.” 

AWV, but might sound similar to this: (a) “No, schools are specific welfare, given to those who 

have children whom they want to send to government schools.” (b) “No, they shouldn’t; “regu-

late” trade means to “make it regular”—to make sure trade laws are open and fair. Besides, 

how much can a group of government officials know about the infinitely complex buying habits 

and decisions of hundreds of millions of Americans?” (c) “You have obviously been drinking 

heavily.” Or possibly, “Wrong. the ‘necessary and proper clause’ only allows Congress to make 

laws to help them carry out the list of powers they’re specifically granted in Article I, Section 8. 

Do you see the power to force everybody to be vaccinated in that list of powers? Me either.” 

 

Game/Activity Options: 

 30,000 or Bust! (10–15 minutes):  Students work with numbers to see how representation in the 

House of Representatives was calculated under the Constitution, see why Southern and Northern 

states argued over slave population counts, and understand why the Three-Fifths Compromise was 

primarily about political power and representation—not a statement about human value. 

 The “General Welfare” Sales Pitch (15–20 minutes):  Students recognize persuasive political 

reasoning used to expand government power under the “General Welfare” clause. 

 Interpretation Showdown, Part 2 (15–20 minutes):  Another round of statements for students to 

analyze so they can see how Nationalists could interpret actual constitutional wording broadly—

and why the real Federalists were alarmed. 

 

Homework:  Read and complete Q4R for “Article II: Not the King They Say He Is.” 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 7, Day 5 – Quiz 5 

Quiz 5 (12–15 minutes):  Instructions, Quiz 5, and a template to create your own Quiz 5 are online. 

 

Game/Activity Options: 

 Word Search 4 (15–20 minutes):  This puzzle asks students to define terms, then to find those in 

a word search puzzle.  This puzzle reviews sections “Article III: ‘Gods’ on Mount Olympus?” 

through “The Bill of Rights: States Need Not Apply.” 

 Short Film – “Secretary of Education Spelling Contradicts Herself” (10–12 

minutes):  In this short (5:35) film, interviewer Jan Helfeld tries to pin down 

former Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings on why she thinks the U.S. 

government should be involved in education—trying to explain away both the 

Ninth and Tenth Amendments. 

 Constitutional Loophole Lab (15–20 minutes):  In this game, students play the role of ambitious 

federal officials who want powers the Constitution never specifically grants.  Their job is to invent 

constitutional-sounding excuses to justify taking those powers anyway. 

 

Homework:  Read and complete Q4R for “Amendment 11: Fixing a Bad Decision” and “Washington 

and Adams on Foreign Relations.” 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Week 12, Day 4 – The Department of Sunshine and Rainbows 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  First in pairs/groups, then as a class, discuss the Q4R from “The De-

partment of Sunshine and Rainbows”: 

1. Briefly give a response to someone who says, “You’re against the Environmental Protection Agency? I 

can’t believe that there are people who want to live in a world with polluted air and streams filled with 

toxic chemicals!” 

AWV, but you might say, “Of course I don’t! But the EPA isn’t constitutional. Just because I 

oppose the government’s doing something doesn’t mean I oppose doing it at all.” 

2. Practice using the above conversation model with somebody who says, “We have to have a Depart-

ment of Agriculture. Like the saying goes: ‘No Farms, No Food!’ Anybody who doesn’t think agricul-

ture is important is crazy.” 

AWV. 

 

Game/Activity Options: 

 The Bureau of Things That Don’t Need a Bureau (20–25 minutes):  Students work in groups to 

create and defend a ridiculously unnecessary federal agency, so they (a) recognize how real gov-

ernment bureaucracy often expands beyond constitutional limits and (b) learn to question whether 

any federal agency truly serves a legitimate purpose. 

 Government-tionary 6 (30–45 minutes):  This game covers book sections “Articles IV & V: 

Equalizing, Escaping, Amending” through “Amendment 1: Worshiping God, Speaking Freely.” 

 

Test 4 Announcement/Review: 

 Test 4 is in our next class! 

 It has 20 questions instead of 10 (unlike quizzes), and it is also multiple choice, A–D. 

 There is no homework except to study for the test! 

 Students at tables/groups or in pairs try to predict what big-idea questions will be on the test. 

 

Homework:  None except to review for Test 4. 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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�JX������	���	�|{	U��W	�T�[����	��������	��	W��U�	W���	[���\�	��	���W	��W	����	�������	���	���W��	����		{���	����	���	���	����T��	W���	�����	���U��	������	����\�	��	��T��	���	W��U�v	��Jy���	�	����	W���	�	��T�U�	���	��_�	������	��	����	����	�����	���	U��	��U	��V��	���	��\���	����	���	���������U���	��������	W��U	����	��T�	��U	��\��	�	�T��	��	���	�������	U��W���	�������	���	��_�	������	��	���	�����	�����	��Jx����	����	��	�����	���	������	����	W���v		���T���	���[�[��	��V�	���T��	����	��	����	�W�	�������#
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Week 16, Day 1 – How Presidents Can Execute Justice, Part 2: The Pardon 

Discussion (10–15 minutes):  Pairs/Groups → Whole Class, discuss the Q4R from “How Presidents 

Can Execute Justice, Part 2: The Pardon”: 

1. How could the threat of immediate presidential pardons also control unconstitutional or just plain bad 

Supreme Court rulings? 

If the Supreme Court makes a bad/unconstitutional ruling, a President can just announce, “It 

doesn’t matter what the Supreme Court ruled; I’ll still pardon anyone convicted of breaking 

that unconstitutional law.” 

2. Ask a parent, relative, or adult friend to name an immoral or unjust law that anyone convicted of 

breaking should be pardoned by the President, and why.  AWV. 

 

Game/Activity Options: 

 Chapter X for Five-Year-Olds (30–45 minutes):  Students distill the main ideas of a book sec-

tion they choose into no more than 10 sentences, or a short fable/fairy tale—direct at a group of 

five-year-olds.  (In the process, they ideally reinforce the section’s concepts in their own heads!) 

 Presidential Pardon Project: (20–25 minutes):  This activity shows students several famous 

presidential pardons in history (not the same ones in the book) and puts them into the role of a 

U.S. President who must consider pardoning five individuals convicted of federal crimes. 

 

Homework:  Read and complete Q4R for “Supreme Court Case #8: Engel v. Vitale.” 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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