
American Government & Politics: A Christian Worldview: 
Article – “Democracy Is Not the Same Thing as Freedom” (12-15 Minutes) 

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS/KEY 

Goal 

Students see that a democracy per se doesn’t necessarily protect individual rights and property, because it 

is susceptible to the whims and desires of majorities. 

Instructions 

1. Instruct students to read the article and answer the Questions for Review.  (Take 8-10 minutes.) 

2. Have students discuss in pairs/groups, then together as a class. 

Key 

1. The reading argues that voting does not automatically make government actions just.  According to 

the author, why is voting not the same thing as genuine consent? 

The author argues that people are still forced to obey laws and government decisions even if they 

voted against them or never truly agreed to the system.  Simply being allowed to vote does not mean 

a person consented to every action of the state. 

2. Why does the author believe democracies often lead to intense political conflict and “extreme 

politicization”? 

The author believes democracies encourage groups to compete for political power so they can 

benefit themselves or redistribute wealth.  Because government decisions affect property and rights, 

people become deeply politically divided. 

3. The reading says citizens possess “natural rights” that exist independently of the state.  How does this 

idea challenge the belief that democracy/majority rule is always moral? 

If rights exist before government, then a majority vote cannot automatically make something right 

or just.  A democratic majority can still violate rights through unjust laws, confiscation of property, 

or coercion. 

4. Supporters of democracy often argue that voting protects people from tyranny.  Why does the author 

disagree with this idea? 

The author believes democracies can still become tyrannical because majorities may vote to violate 

the rights or property of minorities.  Elections alone do not guarantee justice or protect natural 

rights. 

Debrief 

Ask students:  “How does this article line up with what we talked about previously, about the potential 

benefits and harms that democracy as a government type can bring?”  (The answer in the key was this:  A 

democracy can result in a vote on behalf of what’s best for society, but can also oppress the minority 

just because a majority votes to steal from them or take away their liberty). 
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In our modern world, most states are democracies or at least call themselves “democratic.”  The adoption of 

democracy is hailed as one of humanity’s greatest achievements.  Once upon a time, humanity broke out of the 

shackles of monarchies and has never looked back since.  Nowadays, all citizens in democratic countries are free 

and safe from despots.  Except, that is far from the truth. 
Democratic systems have been around for a long time.  Ancient Greece comes to mind as the most prominent 

example of democracy in antiquity.  While modern democracies are wildly different from the ones in ancient 
Athens, they are still susceptible to the pitfalls applicable to all democracies. 

Democracies violate freedom of association.  Proponents of democracies often argue that everyone is given a 
vote and that this equates to fair and just representation.  However, this binds the citizenry into the social contract 
since they are forced to abide by the results of the democracy even if they did not consent to a government.  Simply 
giving everyone a vote is not valid restitution for forcing them to abide by the rules of the state.  This hasn’t 
stopped democracies from attempting to manufacture consent to their social contract by claiming that a right to vote 
is sufficient as consent.  If four thieves sneak into a house and then outvote the homeowner to transfer possession of 
the home to them, the result could hardly be termed just.  Democracies aren’t infallible and do not justify decisions 
as moral based solely on the will of the majority. 

Further, democracies tend toward the redistribution of property when it becomes politically popular.  This can 
happen in many forms.  Often, democracy is used to justify the expropriation of property from the well-off and 
economically competent to members or citizens who are more amenable to the cause of a political party.  Every 
citizen is liable to become a victim if they fall on the wrong side of democracy.  This explains the extreme 
politicization of our lives.  Being a peaceful, agreeable person is no longer enough. 

It is also often argued that democratic systems are a representation of freedom since there aren’t rigid 
ruler/subject hierarchies as in a monarchy.  Previously, under a monarchy, the ruling class was well-known, and all 
other citizens were subjects.  Thus, a clear distinction between those who rule and those who do not rule was made.  
Supporters of democracy frequently contend that all citizens are rulers in some way because of their ability to vote.  
By this logic, no rights violations occur in democracies because all citizens are a part of the state.  Any property 
stolen from a citizen was consented to because they are a part of the democratic system.  This is fallacious because 
citizens have rights that exist independent of the state.  These rights are known as natural rights and cannot be 
granted by the state.  They can only be violated.  Democracies do not escape moral culpability through elections. 

It is clear that democracy is prone to tyranny.  Such is the case not only when democracy is “done wrong,” but 
almost always as democracies will inevitably break down into a competition of self-interested groups.  Despite 
these failings, democracy is still presented as the political system that ought to be followed by “free” countries.  
The reason for democracy’s good public perception is that it blends in nicely with the progressive dogma of 
equality and inclusiveness.  Since all votes are equal, an all-inclusive harmonious society should form akin to that 
of a rainbow nation. 

Unfortunately, liberty is incompatible with equality in most cases.  It should be no surprise that democracies 
routinely violate natural rights in the quest for the establishment of a more equal society.  By thriving upon envy 
and greed, democracies erode the moral foundation of a society.  While the intentions of democracies are noble, 
their results are not.  A free order will be one based upon the freedom of association and property rights rather than 
democracy. 

Questions for Review: 

1. The reading argues that voting does not automatically make government actions just.  According to the 

author, why is voting not the same thing as genuine consent? 

2. Why does the author believe democracies lead to intense political conflict and “extreme politicization”? 

3. The reading says citizens possess “natural rights” that exist independently of the state.  How does this idea 

challenge the belief that democracy/majority rule is always moral? 

4. Supporters of democracy often argue that voting protects people from tyranny.  Why does the author 

disagree with this idea? 

This article may be found here: https://mises.org/mises-wire/democracy-not-same-thing-freedom 


