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Class 2 – The Law’s Purpose • Civics/Citizenship Basics 

Prayer (3–5 minutes):  Pray for government officials (your senators/representative). 

 

Optional – Quiz 1:  Either hand out Quiz 1 for students to take in class (10–15 minutes), or tell them 

to take it home, take it, and bring it next week for grading. 

 

Discussion/Questions for Review/For Additional Thought (as many as you want/have time for): 

Here are the questions and answers for the previous week’s Questions for Review (Q4R) and For Ad-

ditional Thought (4AT): 

The Law: Its Purpose and Perversion 

1. List the three basic elements that Bastiat says make man. 

Life, faculties, productivity (man’s life, his liberty, and his property). 

2. How does Bastiat define law and its true purpose?  Why shouldn’t the “common force” be used to vio-

late anyone’s life, liberty, or property? 

Since man has a right to self-defense, Bastiat defines the law as the collective right to self-

defense; its purpose is to protect the rights of others.  If individuals may not use force to violate 

the life, liberty, or property of others, then the law (the “common force”) shouldn’t be allowed 

to either! 

3. How would a government that limited itself to its proper function affect those under its rule? 

It would produce stability in society, because citizens would feel secure that the law would pro-

tect their rights, and they wouldn’t have to worry that it would be responsible for their misfor-

tunes. 

4. What does Bastiat say would happen if governments left citizens’ private affairs alone?  What happens 

when governments interfere in them? 

They would take care of their own needs by free interaction with others, prioritizing their own 

wants. When government interferes, it creates unintended consequences that worsen the lives of 

many. When this happens, government leaders often want to intervene even more, trying to fix 

the problems that they themselves created! 

5. What does Bastiat define as the “perversion of the law”? 

To “pervert” something means to turn it upside down or twist it.  Therefore, using the law to do 

the exact opposite of its true purpose—in other words, using the law to steal from citizens, in-

stead of protecting citizens from theft, is a perversion of the law. 

6. Name the “fatal tendency” of mankind that contributes to the perversion of the law.  How should the 

law combat this “fatal tendency”?  What often happens instead, and why? 

The “fatal tendency” is the desire to avoid work—to satisfy his needs and wants at the expense 

of others.  Those in government should use the law to prevent those who would try to steal the 

labor and property of others from doing so. 
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4AT:  In a way that demonstrates you understand the main idea of this section, respond to this 

statement that you hear from a friend: “The government should make sure that everyone has 

enough money to live.” 

Answers will vary (AWV), but any time the government does something like “make sure that 

everyone has enough money to live,” it steals from one group and gives that money to another 

group that didn’t earn it.  This is taking from one group and giving to another who didn’t earn 

it, no matter how well intentioned, and it is the opposite of what the government’s true, moral 

purpose is. 

How To Study Civics • Two Key Questions 

1. What does the example of Paul and the Berean Christians teach us? 

To check every claim, statement, or teaching with God’s Word. 

2. How can you respond to those who say something that doesn’t line up with what God’s Word says? 

With respect, but by pointing out that God’s Word comes above man’s words. 

4AT: Name another subject of study that you as a Christian should strive to approach with a Bibli-

cal worldview. Why is this important in the subject you chose? 

AWV; get student input! One might be “science,” to build our faith in what God’s Word says 

about creation, but of course, any subject. It’s important to look at subjects with a Biblical 

worldview, so we can understand how God views and wants us to think about that subject. 

The Nuts and Bolts of Civics and Citizenship 

1. List the citizenship requirements for a U.S. representative, senator, and President. 

Representatives must be U.S. citizens for at least seven years, senators at least nine years, and 

Presidents must be natural-born U.S. citizens who have lived in the U.S. at least 14 years. 

2. Define naturalized citizen. Name the requirements a person must meet to become a naturalized U.S. 

citizen. 

A naturalized citizen is someone who was not a natural-born citizen, but who has met several 

requirements to become a citizen. To become a naturalized citizen of the U.S., one must get a 

permit to live in the U.S., live in the U.S. for at least five years, have fingerprints taken, pass an 

English test and a civics test, and take an oath of loyalty to the U.S. 

4AT: Think of a nation you’re interested in. Look up the requirements for citizenship, and jot 

down one interesting requirement in your notes. 

Have each student tell one interesting requirement for citizenship. 

 

GAMES & ACTIVITIES:  Here are the suggested games/activities with short descriptions (you 

might circle the ones you want to use—be sure to print your instructions/key and the student 

handouts!). 

1. “Law, Perversion, or Neither?” (15 minutes):  This activity helps students identify a 

government policy as good law, a perversion of the law, or neither. 
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2. “Fix the Law” (15 minutes):  This game asks students to classify scenarios as proper law 

or perversion of the law, and it asks them to rewrite perversions of the law into good law. 

3. Crossword Puzzle 1 (20–25 minutes):  This puzzle reviews the first three book sections. 

 

Instructor Notes:  
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Class 8 – Republicanism, Socialism, and Communism 

Prayer (3–5 minutes):  Pray for government officials (your senators/representative). 

 

Optional – Collect/Grade Quiz 5:  This is if you gave students Quiz 5 to take at home. 

 

Discussion/Q4R & 4AT (as many as you want or have time for): 

Review Questions (Q4R & 4AT): 

The Law: Perfect Rulers, Helpless People? 

1. Sum up Bossuet’s beliefs about the State and the average person.  How does Fenelon agree with Bos-

suet’s basic principle about rulers? 

Bossuet believed that rulers were personally responsible for every advance in technology, moral 

good, scientific discovery, and increase in wealth; the common man could do nothing but simply 

wait for the rulers to tell him what to do. Fenelon, in his novel The Adventures of Telemachus, 

echoes Bossuet’s belief that it is the rulers of a nation that make everything progress. 

2. How would you respond to Montesquieu’s idea that the law should be used to “equalize” rich and 

poor? 

AWV, but first, what Montesquieu suggests is theft, plain and simple. Another important ques-

tion: How do those who “equalize” the rich and the poor know when they have been “equal-

ized”? Where is the proof that they have specialized knowledge or genius in the ability to deter-

mine how much to steal from one group and give to another? How do they make an accurate 

determination of who is “poor” and who is “rich”? How can they know to what extent that some 

are poor because of their own lack of ambition, and therefore should not be rewarded for their 

own choices? 

3. How would you respond to Bossuet, Fenelon, and Montesquieu about what the responsibility of rulers 

is as far as aiding “their” nations in advancing in morality, progress, and technology? 

AWV, but the true job of a ruler, if he wants a nation to progress, is to get out of the way—

except for guaranteeing justice for the people—and let them pursue their interest. This will lead 

to the greatest amount of progress and advancement and happiness possible. 

4AT:  Scenario: You find yourself as the ruler of a new nation.  List two actions you could take—

without plundering or otherwise violating the proper purpose of the law—to promote the people’s pro-

gress, happiness, and growth in “your” nation.  (AWV, but should NOT include plunder!) 

What Is a Republic, and Why Is It Better? 

1. Define republic.  Why should republics be better protectors of the people’s liberties than democracies? 

A republic is a system of government in which elected or appointed officials represent the peo-

ple. Republics should be better protectors of the people’s liberties because they should be less 

volatile than democracies, where only a majority of voters is needed to change a law, plunder, or 

otherwise violate the rights of the minority. 
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2. How was the U.S. Senate set up as a republican form of government?  How did it change? 

Originally, senators were sent by state legislatures, not majorities of voters in their states. The 

Seventeenth Amendment changed the way senators were sent to Congress by making a majority 

of voters responsible. 

3. Define constitutional republic, banana republic, and fake republic. 

A constitutional republic is a republic limited by a constitution; a banana republic is a deroga-

tory term for a third-world nation run by a dictator; a fake republic is a republic in name only. 

4AT:  Name at least one strength and one weakness possible of a republic as a form of government.  

(Hint: Think about the representatives themselves who vote, instead of the people.) 

One strength of a republic is its relative difficulty in changing laws to benefit the majority at the 

expense of the minority. One weakness of a republic is that the representatives themselves could 

vote in favor of those who bribe them, instead of the people they are supposed to represent. 

Socialism and Communism: A Critique 

1. Define socialism, communism, and fascism. 

Socialism is a government system with a powerful government, much control over property and 

business, and high taxes. Communism is a more violent version of socialism, with total control 

over citizens enforced by the constant threat of imprisonment or execution for resisting. Fas-

cism describes any government system that takes control over the people, heavily regulates and 

taxes, and disdains individual rights. 

2. Why can’t socialism or communism possibly work well? 

Because government has no trustworthy way of knowing how much of all the goods and ser-

vices in a nation should be produced, since they can’t react to customers’ choices like a free 

market economy. 

3. How do the belief systems of atheism and evolutionism contribute to the system of communism? 

The extreme violence and denial of basic human rights that are always a part of communism 

stem from the philosophy of communists, who do not believe there is a God who wants man to 

treat his fellow man well. The belief in evolution to a communist leader means that man is just 

an evolved animal, and he is in control, so he can do whatever he wants, since he’s simply an 

evolved animal ruling over other animals. 

4AT:  If they don’t work, why do you think socialist and communist governments still exist, and why 

do many people still support them?  Come up with at least one reason. 

They still exist because men are capable of evil, and those at the top of socialist and communist 

governments use the systems to enrich/empower themselves, fulfilling their selfish desires. 

Probably many people still support them because they feel that somehow “spreading the wealth” 

is fair, and they are susceptible to claims of many writers and teachers that these systems are 

benevolent. 
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Take Action! 

Subject on Earth Question #2 – As mentioned, a system of state-run education is a part of Karl Marx’s 

requirements to create a communist state, as he stated in The Communist Manifesto. Why do you think 

government-run education is so important to communist rulers? 

AWV, but should mention the state’s ability to control the content of the education being doled out 

to students, to mold/brainwash/indoctrinate them into being servants to the state.  You may wish to 

encourage students to thank their parents for the opportunity to homeschool! 

 

GAMES & ACTIVITIES:  Here are this week’s suggested games/activities: 

1. Connect Four (20–25 minutes):  This game reinforces all types of Civics topics we’ve re-

viewed so far. 

2. “I’m the Ruler, and I Won’t Do This!” (15–20 minutes):  This activity helps students 

understand a ruler’s proper role: to protect rights, not dole out goodies obtained by gov-

ernment theft to individuals. 

3. Word Search #3 (15–20 minutes):  This activity tests students’ knowledge of the last sev-

eral sections with nine fill-in-the-blank questions, each of which is a single word found in a 

word search puzzle. 

4. Republic – True or False? (10 minutes):  Students answer 15 True/False questions about 

republics and democracies to solidify their understanding of the difference between the 

two. 

5. What Government System Is This? (10–15 minutes):  Students identify 10 scenarios as 

just government, socialism, communism, or fascism. 

 

Instructor Notes: 
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