
Economics: A Christian Worldview:  Tariffs 
“Short Film” – Who Pays Tariffs? (Peter Schiff) • Sugar Quota/Tariff Fact Sheet 

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS/KEY 

Prep 

Print the two-page “Sugar Quota Fact” (Pages 2 & 3) for each student—front to back if possible! 

Time 

15-20 minutes 

Instructions 

1. Play the short film “Who Pays Tariffs?” (4:41): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djdmRTywg_Q 

2. Get students’ thoughts on this film, then ask them these questions: 

 Why do you think the Treasury Secretary hesitates so long to answer the question? 

He realizes that the answer is “U.S. consumers,” which he doesn’t want to say out loud. 

 What does Peter Schiff point out about this exchange? 

Importers pay tariffs, then pass on the increased cost to the consumer.  The tariffs are “indirect 

taxes” paid by consumers in the form of higher prices.  Schiff says that Scott Bessett knows very 

well the answer, but doesn’t want to say. 

 Where does the tariff money that is collected go to?  Why is this harmful and opposed by those 

who oppose protective tariffs? 

Not only is the money a tax on consumers, the money goes to...the U.S. government!  Those who 

favor liberty want LESS money going to the government, not more. 

3. Hand out the “Sugar Quota Fact Sheet” to students and have them skim its contents, then discuss in 

pairs or small groups. 

4. Discuss as a class; ask students’ thoughts on it.  Things to point out: 

 The incredible complexity of the numbers and percentages. 

 How complicated it is for just ONE product (imagine how many thousands of regulations there are 

for other kinds of imports combined!). 

 The stamp of meddling bureaucracy that pervades the document—that is, the mindset of 

government officials who think they should direct the trade of sugar, instead of simply letting 

Americans buy and sell sugar from other nations as they wish. 

 Remind students of the facts about the sugar industry pointed out in the book’s reading. 



������������	
��
�	���
������
���
���
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