Home School Partners Course Guide – HST 253 (Western Civilization I)

Course Description 
This course is a study of Western Civilization and the history of the world up to the year 1648.  Students also complete a study of medieval culture, answering 30 questions on a reading of approximately 20,000 words.

Required Text:
The Western World: A Primary Source Reader: The Medieval World
World History and Cultures in Christian Perspective, A Beka Books
Ancient Rome: How It Affects You Today, Richard Maybury

Content (List of Principal Topics):
Unit 1: Foundations of history, Cradle of Civilization, Sumer, early empires, ancient Israel
Unit 2: The Middle East, India, China, Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia
Unit 3: Africa, Egypt, Age of Exploration
Unit 4: Ancient Greece and Rome
Unit 5: Early Christian church, Roman Empire, Byzantine Empire, medieval Christianity
Unit 6: Holy Roman Empire, feudalism, Crusades, Pre-Reformation Europe, Italian Renaissance
Unit 7: Norman Conquest, France, Spain, Portugal, native civilizations, Northern Renaissance
Unit 8: Protestant Reformation, English/Scottish reformations, Thirty Years’ War

Other Content:
World geography map studies, world history-related audio-visuals (including news/historical film clips, filmed lectures, radio addresses, and photographs)

Course Learning Outcomes:
1. Evaluate historical sources.
2. Research world history topics and prepare to discuss them in class.
3. Demonstrate understanding of various world historical events, persons, and movements, and how they relate to Western civilization.
4. Think critically about world history and apply critical thinking to other subjects.
5. Communicate effectively orally and in writing about world history topics.
6. Choose and report on one nation’s aspects—population, government, language, education, religion, climate, and culture.
7. Work in groups to produce solutions and answers to topical questions, and communicate those ideas in writing and orally.
8. Obtain a picture of God’s working through events in world history.

Grading scale:

	90-100%
	A

	80-89.99%
	B

	70-79.99%
	C

	60-69.99%
	D

	0-59.99%
	F



